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President’s Message
Dear CSACI members,
I am extremely honoured to be able to serve as your
president for the next two years. I would first and
foremost like to thank Dr. Harold Kim for his incredible
hard work and dedication to his service as president of
our society over the past two years. In that time, I have
benefited significantly from his mentorship, and he will
continue to be a source of guidance over the coming
months as I strive to fulfill the duties of my role.
Dr. Anne Ellis, who has served as Secretary-Treasurer for
the past two years, has moved into the role of Vice
President of the CSACI, and Dr. Edmond Chan has
assumed the role of Secretary-Treasurer. I look forward
to working closely with Anne and Edmond in their new
capacities, given the wealth of experience and wisdom
that they bring to their roles.
Welcome to our new board members, including Drs.
Philippe Bégin and Moshe Ben Shoshan, who have
joined the CSACI board as Directors at large, Dr. Elissa
Abrams, who has taken over as Section Advisor for the
Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section, Dr. Jennifer
Protudjer, who is now Section Advisor for Allied Health,
and Dr. Angeliki Barlas, who has joined as Fellow-InTraining Representative. Our current board consists of
these new members, along with Drs. Lori Connors, Kyla
Hildebrand, Doug Mack, and Harissios Vliagoftis as
Directors at large, Dr. Andrew O’Keefe, Section AdvisorAsthma, Dr. Beata Derfalvi, Section Advisor-Immunology,
Dr. Elana Lavine, Section Advisor-Pediatrics, and Dr.
Jaclyn Quirt, Section Advisor-Rhinitis and Sinusitis. We
have a diverse board consisting of members
representing our society from across our country, and I
look forward to serving with them.
…/2
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President’s Message (cont’d)
Thank you to Drs. Julia Upton, Christine McCusker and Keelia
Farrell, who have stepped off of the board, for their significant
contributions to our society. Their presence and contributions
while serving on the board will be missed, though I am confident
that they will remain deeply involved in our society.
This year has presented a number of novel challenges that we
could only have imagined in the past. I would like to thank Dr.
David Fischer for his remarkable leadership of the CSACI program
committee in developing an amazing online event for our CSACI
Annual Scientific Meeting in October, overcoming the challenges
of this past year with great success!
I would like to thank Dr. Lori Connors for her ongoing leadership
both in serving as CPD chair for our society, and in her success at
creating unique educational opportunities for our members. The
extraordinary amount of work that she does behind the scenes is
often not recognized.
I also want to recognize and thank Louise Tremblay for her tireless
work for our society. Thank you also to JP Tremblay, both for his
work for our society and his role in supporting Louise in her
position. Thank you to Alexi Campbell who has, to my
disappointment, accepted a position elsewhere this past year and
has moved on from her role with our society. Welcome to Jasmin
Lidington, who has recently joined JP Tremblay and Associates in
an executive role for the CSACI.
Congratulations to CAAIF for their success in hosting a virtual 5th
Annual CAAIF “not a gala” Gala event! It was a wonderful
evening. Congratulations also to Dr. Susan Waserman for her
excellent leadership of CAAIF. Our foundation has thrived under
her leadership.
And finally, I would like to thank all of our sponsors, without whom
we would be unable to produce such a wonderful meeting or fund
many of our society’s important projects over the course of a
year.
Many of you are aware that the CSACI celebrated its 75th
anniversary this year; however, it was difficult to celebrate this fully
this year with a virtual meeting, and so more celebrations are to
come! Lord willing, I look forward to meeting with you all in person
in Banff, next year at 2021 CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting to be
held at the Banff Springs Hotel from October 27th to October 30th.
Mark your calendars!

Timothy Vander Leek, MD, FRCPC, FCSACI, FAAAAI
President Canadian Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Working Group
Dear Members,
The CSACI will be forming a working group to examine equity, diversity, and
inclusion (EDI) related to CSACI committee/working group composition,
membership and initiatives. The CSACI Board of Directors believes that this
important project will be valuable in supporting a diverse membership and
an open and transparent organizational structure.
The CSACI is looking for volunteers for this project and to assess whether
broader consultation is required outside of the organization. We anticipate
that this project will require approximately 1-2 days of work per month over
a 4-month period.
If you would like to volunteer to serve on this project, we would ask that you
email your curriculum vitae (CV) and a short letter outlining the reasons you
feel you would be an asset to this initiative.
Also, the CSACI Board of Directors and the Working Group Selection
Committee would ask that you complete the attached CSACI guidelines
conflict of interest (COI) form and return it to us via email to info@csaci.ca
The Working Group Selection Committee will review the CVs and COI forms
in order to select the participants.
Please reply with your interest in participating and the completed form by
December 23, 2020.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,
Dr. Tim Vander Leek, CSACI President
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS
Asthma Report
During the Asthma Section virtual meeting we discussed recent challenges with delivery
of Omalizumab. The CSACI has engaged in discussion with Novartis to ensure that the
drug is provided to patients in a timely and efficient manner.
We continue to develop the CSACI Allergy & Immunology School program. We have
developed content for 7 modules, which will all be accredited by the CFPC, and
accessible for members of the CSACI to present. We hope to roll out the program in the
first quarter of 2021.
Dr. Andrew O’Keefe
Asthma Section Advisor

Allied Health Report
I am excited and humbled to be the new Allied Health Section Chair. Thank you to the
CSACI for accepting me to this role, and to the immediate past chair, Dr. Lianne Soller, for
her dedication to this role.
As the Endowed Research Chair in Allergy, Asthma and the Environment, at The University
of Manitoba, I lead a group that uses mixed method to investigate the intersection
between food allergy and psychosocial health, in families, schools, and larger
communities. I also serve on the steering committee of Canada’s National Food Allergy
Action Plan.
In my role as Allied Health Section Chair, my primary goal is to develop a standardized
food allergy education program for allied health professionals. This goal builds on my
professional and personal interests in food allergy, pedagogical training and experience,
and a desire to improve outcomes of food allergy management, burden and impact. My
group is presently completing a qualitative assessment of perceived food allergy needs
within our own community. Next steps include a quantitative food allergy needs
assessment amongst the wider allied health community. To identify lessons learned from
others, I will also liaise with colleagues in Canada, as well in Europe and the United
States.
Dr. Jennifer Protudjer
Allied Health Section Advisor
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS
Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section Report
Goals for 2020
1. Continue contribution to CSACI interests in Food Allergy:
• Continue reviewing articles for Food Allergy Canada (FAC): ongoing
• Continue review of articles for CSACI/FAC endeavors: ongoing
2. Advocate for Food Allergy
3. Continue contribution to CME syllabus: ongoing,
4. Continue work on the daycare anaphylaxis document (with Dr. Elana Lavine)
5. Complete the comparison of diabetes and food allergy supports
6. Annual Meeting participation/planning
7. Dr. Abrams to continue advancing KT of early introduction and contribute to COVID-19
guidance
Explanation of Goals
1. Via the Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis Section we are involved in many of the Food allergy
activities and work closely with FAC
2. To fulfill the national action plan, the status and knowledge of food allergy must be
elevated at all levels of health care and government
3. As the Food Allergy/Anaphylaxis Section head, creating a slide deck for the specialty that
fits with the CSACI goal to educate physicians
4. Daycare is a special circumstance and a specific document rom the CSACI would be
helpful to support these patients
5. I have a resident at SickKids working with us to compare and contrast supports for 2
different food related diseases and hope this will support widening supports for food
allergic patients
6. As the Food Allergy Section Chair I am contributing to meeting planning and moderation
7. Early introduction needs more general knowledge
Meetings/Teleconferences and Progress to date
1. Review of articles routinely for FAC/CSACI (e.g. the early introduction documents, schools,
WAO anaphylaxis guidelines, Ask the Allergist, Mythbusters, etc.); see website
2. Attended virtual meetings with FAC about virtual care, national action plan, and with an
area MP to continue advocating for food allergy supports
3. Since last report, we have had 1 teleconference about the CME endeavor, led by Dr.
O’Keefe
4. On hold currently
5. I have had multiple meetings with the resident here at SickKids: draft estimated in early
2021
6. Contributed to planning and moderation of 2020 CSACI virtual meeting; teleconferences
and emails are ongoing
7. Draft circulated of a joint CSACI/CPS statement: Dietary Exposure and Allergy Prevention
in High Risk Infants
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS
Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section Report - continued
Motions Arising from Committee Discussion
1. N/A
2. National action plan in food allergy is progressing
3. CME: a company has been chosen and family physicians are being sought for the
committee; COVID has delayed things a bit
4. Daycare draft in progress
5. Current plan is to submit as a paper in 2021
6. Meeting planning completed
7. Ongoing

Thank you. I have now completed my term as Food Allergy Anaphylaxis Chair and
welcome Dr. Elissa Abrams, Co-Section Advisor, to become Section Advisor.
Dr. Julia Upton
Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section Past Section Advisor
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS
Immunology Section Report
Summary on our projects:
1. Database of Canadian Immunology Laboratory Investigations. Thank you to everyone
who has completed the REDCap questionnaire on the Immunology laboratory
investigations. We received data back from 13 academic centers and laboratories. The
list of the functional assays that are available across Canada, as a resource for Clinical
Immunologists, will be published on the CSACI website by the end of the fall. We are able
to continuously update the database, so please feel free to send any changes or more
data if you have not done so yet, using the previously provided REDCap link.
(https://redcapexternal.research.sickkids.ca/surveys/?s=X3W4YCPYCL)
2. We completed the Immunology interactive module entitled “Immunodeficiency in
Primary Care” for the CSACI CME-CPD “Allergy-Immunology School”. This master class
education webinar series is developed for primary care physicians to raise awareness
and improve patient care.
3. Canadian Blood Services Immune Globulins stakeholder discussion forum. A letter from
CSACI was sent with our summarized recommendations and unified approach in case of
a global crisis involving shortage of Immunoglobulin products. We were advocating that
the IgG doses for our patients with primary or secondary immunodeficiencies should not
be cut. Our suggestions were incorporated into The National Plan for Management of
Shortages of Immunoglobulin Products (Ig) – Interim Guidance.
We enjoyed the exciting and stimulating immunology program at the virtual CSACI Annual
Scientific Meeting. In addition to the always-successful Immunodeficiency Canada Symposium,
where our Fellows presented the most interesting and puzzling cases, there were several
immunology talks by excellent Canadian and US speakers.
The second Clinical Immunology Network-Canada (CINC) meeting was held during the CSACI
Conference and the first draft of Terms of Reference was presented by Dr. Luis Murguia-Favela.
This Immunology Research Group Meeting is open to join for anyone interested. We have
several important new projects in progress so please join us and collaborate! CINC’s main goals
for 2020 and beyond are to keep connections within the Canadian Immunologist Community
strong and to build collaboration within CINC to advance diagnostics and improve
management for patients with inborn errors of immunity.
Dr. Beata Derfalvi
Immunology Section Advisor
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INTEREST SECTION REPORTS
Pediatric Interest Section Report:
A successful 2020 virtual section meeting was held, featuring Dr. Moshe Ben Shoshan of
MUHC, who presented his in-press article on the use of graded oral challenges to distinguish
between beta-lactam induced serum-sickness-like-reactions, and viral exanthems.
A final draft of a Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis form for use in daycares will be circulated to
the executive shortly. This form attempts to replace the widely used and highly disparate
forms that individual daycares commonly continue to use. The form is being developed
together with the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Section.
A position statement on the potential role of emollient skin care in early infancy has been
completed but shelved, for now. Should any further research emerge that supports the use of
skin care as a primary prevention strategy for food allergy, the statement can be revisited.
Dr. Elana Lavine
Pediatric Section Advisor

Rhinitis and Sinusitis Interest Section Report
Goals for 2020 and beyond
1. Rhinitis guidelines – first meeting pending
2. Continue collaboration with Asthma Section at future meetings
3. Continue to contribute to the FIT retreat
Explanation of Goals
1. After regrouping, the working group for the guidelines has been confirmed. Anne Ellis will be
speaking with the CEP group in Toronto to decide on next steps. There has been much debate
as to the scope of this project and they will hopefully be able to clarify this. Next steps will be
to work on key questions with the larger group.
2. We had a successful joint Asthma and Rhinitis section meeting at CSACI 2019 which was well
attended. The hope is to continue these joint meetings when appropriate.
3. After a successful first annual FIT immunotherapy retreat, a fall virtual retreat has been
organized for September 2020 meeting. Dr. Mary McHenry took this over this year due to my
maternity leave.
Teleconferences, Video Conferences, and Progress to date
Last meeting re: rhinitis guidelines August 17, 2020
FIT retreat Sept 2020 (virtual)
Dr. Jackie Quirt
Rhinitis and Sinusitis Section Advisor
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CPD Report
ASM 2020
 New speaker/moderator packages implemented
 Streamline objective editing process
 CPD committee to review COI’s:
 For any COI’s identified a member from CPD committee will review the speaker’s
presentation
Workshops- Section 3
 Live component of the meeting
 Will use case-based format and low fidelity simulation
Accreditation- Royal College Accreditation Unit reviewed our interim report
Still some partial - compliance areas
Standard 1.2: Operations
 The presented operational plan identifies the financial, staff, physical and
technological resources needed for CSACI’s CPD program; however, it is
missing a recruitment and retention strategy for volunteers (i.e. CPD
Committee).
Standard 3.1: External Program Review
 Need to submit entire application from an outside organization
(Ex: Immunodeficiency Canada symposium)
Standard 4.2: Evaluation Strategies
 At the time of the interim report submission, CSACI had developed a
reflective tool survey for two of its self-assessment programs; however, the
organization had not sent these to participants due to COVID-19.
 To become compliant with this standard, CSACI needs to provide evidence
that these evaluation methods have been fully implemented.
Women in Allergy Leadership Meeting- Proposal
 Attended Women in Dermatology Leadership Meeting Sept 2020
 Great avenue for increasing gender diversity in Allergy and Immunology
 Would suggest a trial conference in either spring 2021 (virtual) or 2022
o Pharmaceutical sponsors (smaller scale in amounts)
o Possible Topics: Mindful leadership, Communicating in a virtual world,
Leadership panel discussion, Diversity in Allergy/Immunology,
o Hot topics in Women’s Health and Well-Being
o Co-developed sessions
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Connors, MD, MEd, FRCPC
CPD Chair
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FELLOW-IN-TRAINING CORNER
REPORT of the Past Senior Fellow-in-Training Representative
FIT symposium
We are very excited about our first virtual FIT symposium at the CSACI annual meeting. It included
three sessions based on the feedback we received from the FIT members at last year’s
symposium:
1. Oral Food Challenges - panel discussion
2. Transition to Practice - panel discussion
3. Mast Cell disorders - lecture with Q&A
Immunotherapy Retreat
The second annual FIT IT retreat was held virtually the beginning of September and was a huge
success! We would like to thank Dr. McHenry, Dr. Kim, Louise Tremblay and Jasmin Lidington for all
of their hard work in organizing, as well as all the staff who presented. The fellows continue to find
the retreat valuable and look forward to the opportunity for practical learning.
Goals moving forward
One of our main goals is to update the FIT section of the CSACI website. In particular, we would
like to create a resource with a list for the FITs on how to get involved with the society. Many FITs
have expressed their desire to increase participation within the CSACI and are unsure of the steps
required. We aim to have the list completed by 2021.
New Senior FIT rep
As my time as the senior FIT rep comes to a close, I would like to welcome Dr. Angeliki Barlas as
the incoming senior FIT rep. Elections were held during this FIT symposium to elect a new junior FIT
rep who is Dr. Meriem Latrous – congratulations Meriem!
Thank you for your support this year! It has been a pleasure acting as your senior FIT
representative. Please feel free to approach me with any questions, concerns, or suggestions.
Warmly,
Keelia Farrell, MD, FRCPC (Pediatrics)
CSACI Past Senior FIT Representative
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2020-2022 CSACI EXECUTIVE AND BOARD
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and
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SECTION ADVISORS (2020-2022)
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Dr. Andy O’Keefe
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- 13 -

CSACI FALL WINTER NEWSLETTER 2020

PAGE 13

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020 - 2021
I would like to thank the Annual Scientific Meeting Planning Committee and our CSACI
executive director team for organizing and executing the first Virtual CSACI scientific
meeting. This experience was truly a learning experience for all of us!
We will be planning our next meeting in Banff, Alberta at the Banff Springs Hotel from
October 27-30, 2021. As all of you understand, there is still a reasonable chance that our
meeting in 2021 will be our second virtual meeting.
Over the next few weeks, we will be starting the organization for this meeting. We will be
organizing a planning committee soon. And after we receive the needs assessments from
all of you, we will be moving forward with selecting topics and speakers. If there are any
topics and/or speakers that you would like us to include in the meeting, do not hesitate to
contact me.
We will be sending out information regarding registration in early 2021!
Dr. Harold Kim
CSACI Past President and 2021 program chair
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020
This year’s awards were presented on Friday, October 23rd during the Annual
Scientific Virtual meeting.
To view the acceptance speeches from the winners, please visit:
https://am.csaci.ca/awards/

Dr. Charles Frankish
The CSACI Distinguished Member Award:
The CSACI Distinguished Member Award is presented to an
exemplary member of the CSACI for his or her outstanding
achievements in Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology, dedication
to the CSACI, and whose accomplishments serve as an
inspiration and example for others to follow.

Dr. Chuck Frankish is a community-based allergist in Ottawa. He is a former president
of CSACI and is presently secretary-treasurer of CAAIF.

The Jerry Dolovich Award:
Presented to Dr. D. William Moote
The Jerry Dolovich Award is presented to a CSACI member who
demonstrates excellence in clinical work, teaching, and
research, and serves as a leader and role model in our specialty.
Dr. Dolovich exemplified all of these attributes during his career.

Dr. William Moote is currently Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Western
Ontario and was the training program director from 1992-2019.
Dr. Moote is a past-president of the Canadian Society of Allergy & Clinical Immunology
and has received several awards for Education from the CSACI, including the David
McCourtie award in 2008 and the John Toogood Teaching Award in 2017.
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020
The F. Estelle R. Simons Award for Research:
Presented to Dr. Edmond Chan
The F. Estelle R. Simons Award for Research is presented to a CSACI member in
recognition of his or her exemplary research in the field of Allergy, Asthma, and
Immunology. To be considered for this award, the candidate’s research should
be viewed as significant and of benefit to the specialty.

Dr. Edmond S. Chan is a practising Pediatric Allergist, Clinical Associate Professor at the
University of British Columbia, Clinical Investigator at the BC Children’s Hospital Research
Institute, and Head of the Division of Allergy & Immunology at BC Children’s Hospital.

The John Howard Toogood Award:
Presented to Dr. Reza Alizadehfar
The John Howard Toogood Award for Teaching is presented to a CSACI
member in recognition of his/her exemplary teaching and mentoring in the
field of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology.

Dr. Reza Alizadehfar is the Associate professor of Pediatrics and Training Program Director at the
Division of Allergy and Clinical Immunology of the Montreal Children’s Hospital, Montreal General
Hospital and McGill University. As a member of the Division of Allergy and Clinical Immunology for
the past 16 years, Dr. Alizadehfar has provided a high level of education for students and residents
at all levels of training.

The CSACI Early Career Award:
Presented to Dr. Catherine Biggs
The CSACI Early Career Award is presented to a CSACI Fellow, who has
been working post-fellowship for five years or less, and has shown
dedication to our specialty through his or her contribution to the CSACI.

Dr. Biggs is an Investigator, BC Children's Hospital and Clinical Assistant Professor, Division of
Allergy & Immunology, Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine,
University of British Columbia.
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020
David McCourtie Memorial Lectureship:
Presented to Dr. Marcus Shaker
Dr. McCourtie was well recognized for his contribution to teaching in the field
of Allergy and Clinical Immunology and was well respected as a physician,
teacher and allergist

Dr. Shaker is Associate Professor of Pediatrics and of Community and Family Medicine at the
Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth.

The Bram Rose Memorial Lectureship:
Presented to Dr. Ruchi Gupta
Bram Rose was a founder of the CSACI and a pioneer in the field of Allergy,
Asthma and Clinical Immunology. After he passed away, the Canadian
Society of Allergy and Clinical Immunology established this lectureship to
commemorate his honour. He is a significant figure to our Society.

Dr. Gupta is a Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine at Northwestern Medicine and is the director
of the Center for Food Allergy & Asthma Research (CFAAR) within Northwestern's Institute for
Public Health and Medicine (IPHAM) and is a clinical attending at Ann &
Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital Chicago.

The Milton Gold Memorial Lectureship:
Presented to Dr. Hillary Longhurst
This award is presented to a speaker at the CSACI Annual Scientific Meeting whose
lecture exemplifies the role of advocacy in the field of Allergy & Immunology, an
attribute that Dr. Gold was well known for throughout his career.

Dr. Longhurst is a Consultant Immunologist and Senior Medical Officer at the Auckland City
Hospital in New Zealand.
She is a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal College of Pathologists, a member
of the British Society for Immunology, The European Society for Immunodeficiency and the UK
Primary Immunodeficiency Network.
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020
CONGRATULATIONS!
2020 CSACI VIRTUAL POSTER COMPETITION – TOP POSTER AWARDS
IF YOU MISSED THE CSACI ANNUALVIRTUAL MEETING THIS YEAR, YOU REALLY MISSED OUT ON A LOT OF
TREMENDOUS CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OUR VARIOUS TRAINEES IN ALLERGY ACROSS THE COUNTRY. FELLOWS-INTRAINING, INTERNAL MEDICINE AND PEDIATRICT RESIDENTS, MEDICAL STUDENTS AT MULTIPLE LEVELS (BSC, MSC,
PHD) SUBMITTED A RECORD NUMBER OF ABSTRACTS, AND CHOOSING WINNERS WAS NO EASY FEAT FOR OUR
JUDGES.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL THE JUDGES WHO HELPED OUT!
ABSTRACT
CATEGORY
PLACE
NAME
INSTITUTION

ASTHMA/
ALLERGIC
RHINITIS /
IMMUNOLOGY
URTICARIA/
ANGIOEDEMA /
OTHER
ALLERGY/
IMMUNOLOGY

FOOD ALLERGY
&
ANAPHYLAXIS

1ST

2ND

Kelsey Smith

Kate Miyasaki

3RD

Falana Sheriff

1ST

Casey Cohen

2ND

Clara
WestwellRoper

3RD

Keely Loewen

University of British
Columbia, Vancouver,
BC, and
BC Children’s Hospital,
Vancouver, BC

McMaster University,
Hamilton, ON
McMaster University,
Hamilton, ON, and the
Department of
Pediatrics, University of
Ottawa, Ottawa, ON
Research Institute of the
McGill University Health
Centre, McGill University,
Montreal, QC
British Columbia
Children’s Hospital
Research Institute,
Vancouver, BC, and the
Division of Clinical and
Behavioural
Neurosciences,
Department of
Psychiatry, University of
British Columbia,
Vancouver, BC
Department of Pediatrics
and Child Health and
Children’s Hospital
Research Institute of
Manitoba - DEVOTION
Network, University of
Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB

(IMMUNOLOGY)
Inborn errors of immunity
associated with type 2
inflammation in the USIDNet
registry
(ALLERGIC RHINITIS/ ASTHMA)
Investigating autoantibodymediated macrophage
dysfunction in severe asthmatics
with recurrent infections
(ALLERGIC RHINITIS/ ASTHMA)
Hot spots for pediatric asthma
emergency department visits in
Ottawa, Canada
Factors associated with increased
duration of milk OIT

The impact of COVID-19 on foodallergy-specific anxiety: a crosssectional survey of parents of
children with food allergies

Prenatal diet and infant
sensitization in the CHILD cohort
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1ST

Daniel Li

2ND

Lydia Zhang

CASE REPORTS

3rd

Ijaz Ogeer

Department of
Internal Medicine,
University of
Toronto, Toronto,
ON
McGill University
Health Centre,
Montreal, QC
Hamilton Allergy,
Hamilton, ON,
and the
Department of
Paediatrics,
McMaster
University,
Hamilton, ON

(FOOD ALLERGY/
ANAPHYLAXIS)
Hidden allergens: an unusual
case presentation of soy
anaphylaxis in a 17-year-old
male
(IMMUNOLOGY)
An unusual presentation of
ADA2 deficiency
(URTUCARIA / ANGIOEDEMA)
CSU and Autoimmunity:
Another Lead- Gluten
Enteropathy

FIT Bowl
2020 marked the 11TH Annual FIT (Fellows-in-Training) Bowl and the first virtual
competition.
All in attendance agreed it was great! Teams were competitive and
inventive, and all are to be congratulated for excellent performances, and
for an extremely entertaining session!
In the end, there can be only one winner, and this year our winning Team 1
from McMaster.
They are: Drs. Carol Saleh (Team Captain), Falana Sherriff, Alyssa Kim and
Jordan Trevisonno
Congratulations to our winners and all who competed.
Special thanks to Drs. Chuck Frankish and Bill Moote for their question writing
and judging assistance. Thank you to Sanofi for their ongoing support of the
FIT Bowl.
See you next year!
Dr. Anne Ellis
FIT Bowl Chair
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020

Thank you to our sponsors

PATRONS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
BRONZE SPONSOR

These meetings would not be possible without the generosity and
support of the corporate partners.
A special thank you to Immunodeficiency Canada and
Novartis Pharmaceuticals for their sponsorship.
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ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING 2020
And a very big thank you to all our exhibitors:
Aerobiology Research Laboratories
ALK Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Aralez Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc.
AstraZeneca Canada
AVIR
Food Allergy Canada
GlaxoSmithKline Inc.
HAE Canada Inc.
Kaleo (Allerject)
Mastocytosis Society Canada (MSC)
MEDEXUS
Merck Canada Inc.
Mylan Canada
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc.
Pfizer Canada Inc.
Sanofi Genzyme
Stallergenes Greer Canada
Takeda Canada Inc.

Congratulations to our winners:

Interest Section Meetings:
Zainab Abdurrahman
Peter Ip
Laura Murphy
Marie-Noel Primeau
Benny Wong

Annual General Meeting:
Adam Byrne
First place tie for the CSACI 2020
Challenge, during the CSACI virtual
meeting:
Lundy McKibbin and Melanie Wong
Second Place
Rongbo Zhu
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IN OTHER CSACI NEWS
Virtual Celebration of Richard Warrington’s Career
On Oct. 30, 2020, over 60 friends and colleagues came together to congratulate, thank, and
reminisce with Richard about a career spanning more than 40 years!
From Vancouver to Gander; Chicago, Seattle, California; Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, UAE, brought
together by a great teacher, clinician, academic, mentor, and friend. Most of those in
attendance started their career path with training in Winnipeg. Anecdotes, laughs, and photos
were exchanged during an afternoon which passed very quickly.
Although you have retired Richard, be prepared for continued requests for guidance from those
who have had the privilege to be your students.
Cheers to a happy and healthy retirement!
Dr. Chrystyna Kalicinsky
AACI JOURNAL - NEWS
Springer Nature has undertaken an annual review of our APC prices across our entire open
access portfolio to ensure they remain fair for our authors.
The review considered a number of factors including the time and investment required with
publishing in a particular journal e.g. ensuring author expectation of turnaround time is met, that
the article is properly indexed and shared, and that other author services can be developed and
delivered.
Based on this review, in 2021 the APC for AACI will increase to 2090 EUR / 2590 USD / 1790 GBP.
The 2021 price will be updated on our website in November and will be applied to manuscripts in
January 2021.
As this journal uses a shared sponsorship model, when the current membership criteria are
applied the APC portion for the CSACI will be 1036 USD, which is an increase compared to this
year’s portion 952 USD.
We would like to thank Pfizer Canada for their financial assistance in the form of an educational
grant to purchase copies of the textbook: Anaphylaxis: A Practical Guide, edited by Dr. Anne K.
Ellis.
This textbook will distributed to the current Fellows in Training in the nine (9) Clinical Allergy and
Immunology training programs across Canada.
The learning objective of this educational activity is to provide a concise, handy summary of
best practices in anaphylaxis management for our newly graduating Allergists, including the
priority role of epinephrine in the management of anaphylaxis, and the key role that
epinephrine autoinjectors play in the outpatient management and prevention of anaphylaxis
via early intervention.
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CAAIF NEWS
A MESSAGE FROM DR. SUSAN WASERMAN, CAAIF PRESIDENT
CAAIF has remained steadfast in its commitment to funding outstanding Canadian
research in allergic and immunologic diseases. This year, together with our partners,
CAAIF has invested $625,000 in research and fellowships. CAAIF is proud to report that
80% of the awards this year helped support the careers of new investigators by
facilitating new academic positions. A special thank you to CAAIF’s Research Advisory
Co-Chairs, Drs. Jean Marshall and Philippe Bégin and to our 2020 research partners –
CIHR-ICRH, CSACI, AllerGen, Aralez Pharmaceuticals, AstraZeneca, Medexus and
Stallergenes Greer.
Thank you to all those who participated in CAAIF’s 5 th Annual Gala, held virtually this
year. This year’s Gala highlighted some of the incredible researchers that CAAIF has
supported this past year, as well as an exciting keynote address from Olympic Gold
Medalist, Hayley Wickenheiser. While we missed seeing everyone in person, the
community’s support was felt through your heartwarming comments, many online
auction bids and generous donations. Since the event, over 575 people have viewed
the Gala, and over $85,000 was raised for allergy, asthma and immunology research.
Thank you to Gala chair, Kimberly Waines, the CAAIF Gala Committee and our
wonderful sponsors for allowing us to come together and support this important cause
during these exceptional times.
I am pleased to announce a special award for a very special person, the Donald Stark
Award for Excellence in Leadership. Dr. Donald Stark is the founding father of CAAIF,
started in 1995. At that time, Allergy and Clinical Immunology was a small subspecialty
with little visibility which was not attracting trainees. Dr. Stark had the vision of
establishing the Canadian Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Foundation as a non-profit
charitable Foundation to help fund Fellows in our field. This was just the beginning of his
wonderful career as clinician and mentor. More information about the Leadership Award
will be available in the new year.
Finally, I hope you will join me for the 3th Annual Top 10 Challenge, which is being held
February 19-28, 2021 at www.top10challenge.ca. The Top 10 Challenge is an amazing
way to connect with patients and promote awareness about food allergy, while raising
important funds for the CAAIF Top 10 Challenge Food Allergy Research Grant.
A happy healthy holiday to all! Stay safe and look forward to seeing everyone in the
New year!
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CAAIF NEWS
CAAIF-CSACI Research Fellowships in Allergy and Clinical Immunology for
"British Columbia, Alberta or Saskatchewan", "Ontario or Manitoba" and
"Quebec or Atlantic Canada"
Dr. Brianne Philipenko, University of Calgary
Phenotyping disease severity in asthma: molecular investigations of corticosteroid
resistance with the aim of improving patient management
Dr. Marie Marotel, Ottawa Hospital and Research Institute
Identification of novel molecular targets driving NK cell exhaustion
Dr. Louis Marois, Institut de recherches cliniques de Montréal
Identification of novel molecular targets driving NK cell exhaustion

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
On behalf of the CSACI Executive, Board &
Section Advisors, best wishes for a happy
holiday season and a healthy New Year!
The CSACI Office will be closed from
Friday, December 21st to January 4th, 2021.

